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From 
the  
Pastorôs  
Deské 
 
Today is the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent. Isaiahôs 8th century 
BC prophecy is set in the con-
text of the brutal Assyrian em-
pire, and a coalition of smaller 
states against it. When Ahaz, ruler of Judah, re-
fused to join the coalition, some of the neighbor-
ing kingdomôs marched against him. In the face 
of Ahazôs wavering, Isaiah assured him that the 
coalition would not prevail and that he should put 
his faith in the Lord. Isaiah encourages him to 
ask for a sign from the Lord, but Ahaz refuses to 
tempt the Lord. Seeing through Ahazô hypocrisy, 
Isaiah sounds exasperated. Not only has Ahaz 
wearied the people; he has also wearied God. In 
response to this weariness, we hear the Lord 
promise that a virgin will conceive and bear a 
son, we see it fulfilled in Maryôs giving birth to a 
Son who is Emmanuel.  
 
Paul begins his letter to the Romans by introduc-
ing himself and his gospel. Similar to prophets 
who were seen as slaves of the Lord, Paul is a 
slave of Jesus Christ. To be a slave in the biblical 
sense implies total, unwavering obedience. Sec-
ondly, Paul identifies himself as an apostle. Then 
he identifies himself as one ñset apart for the 
Gospel of God.ò Throughout the New Testament 
we see new, unexpected fulfillment of the Jewish 
tradition that can be understood only in light of 
the Christ event. Not only is Jesus the son of Da-
vid, he is also the Son of God, revealed through 
his resurrection from the dead. In just a few 
words, Paul announces the heart of the Good 
News: Jesus, Son of David, born in the flesh, ris-
en in power who will now rule over us. Later he 
will develop how Jesus will send the Spirit to 
guide us. 
 
Matthew opens his gospel with two accounts of 
Jesusô origin. The first is a long genealogy telling 
of Jesusô human ancestry. Today he describes 
his birth. He begins by telling of Maryôs betrothal 
to Joseph, the first step of marriage. Often be-
cause of her youth, the woman remained in the 
home of her parents until the public ceremony 
took place. When Mary was found to be preg-
nant, Joseph faced a dilemma. According to the 
law, she was guilty of adultery and was subject to 
stoning. After Joseph decided to be merciful, an 
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From the Pastorôs Desk continuedé 
 
angel appears in a dream. Matthew will use 
dreams in his gospel as they are prevalent in the 
Old Testament. After Joseph acts as commanded 
by the angel, the virgin gives birth to Emmanuel, 
God with us; thus fulfilling the prophecy made by 
Isaiah to Ahab. 
 
After a priest in South Carolina refused commun-
ion to presidential candidate Joe Biden, Bidenôs 
bishop (Bishop Fran Malooly of Wilmington, Dela-
ware and a classmate of mine) issued a state-
ment saying that he ñwould refrain from ever po-
liticizing the Eucharist. His preference, as with 
most bishops, is to interact with politicians indi-
vidually who disagree with significant church 
teaching.ò 
 
A reminder that the Christmas Eve 5 PM Mass is 
our largest Mass of the year. The church will be 
completely full by 4:30 and people will be stand-
ing everywhere. I ask that people not try to save 
seats for family or friends. We need to have 
those seats available as people arrive. 
 
The parish office will close at noon on Christmas 
Eve and not reopen until Thursday, January 2. I 
will be here the entire time if there is an emergen-
cy or the need for a funeral. This is always the 
slowest week of the year in the office, and itôs a 
good opportunity to give the staff time to enjoy 
the holidays with family and friends.  
 
The diocese is changing all of its computers to 
Windows 10 which means that each parish has to 
do the same if we want to continue to receive in-
formation, etc. from the diocese. We have started 
the transition, but itôs not gone as smoothly as we 
had hoped. One of the things weôve discovered is 
that our webpage is not able to be put on Win-
dows 10. They tell us that the webpage is really 
outdated and needs to be completely rebuilt. One 
of our parishioners, Deb Slusarz, designed the 
original webpage and has maintained it for the 
parish. She is now designing a new one which 
should be up and running soon. In the meantime, 
our webpage will be down for a brief time while 
she builds the new one. Iôm told that the new one 
will be much faster and much easier to navigate.  
 
The Knights and Ladies of St. Patrickôs have do-
nated socks, gloves, underwear, etc. for the 
Homeless Shelter 
 
After the first of the year we will begin to take 

reservations for weddings in 2021, We only take 
reservations from parishioners during January, 
February and March. After that, if dates remain, 
we can take reservations from non-parishioners. I 
wish I could accommodate everyone who wants 
to be married here, but weôve grown so much as 
a parish that we simply canôt do that any longer. I 
have to keep dates open also because some 
women in the parish might receive an engage-
ment ring at Christmas and want a date for next 
year. Just a reminder that all weddings here are 
wedding ceremonies, not the wedding Mass.  
 
I recently had lunch with David Gibbons, CEO of 
UPMC Hamot, Boo Hagerty, head of the Hamot 
Health Foundation and parishioner B. J. Lechner 
who orchestrated our securing a piece of property 
from Hamot so that we can construct a building to 
house our festival materials. Iôm thrilled to tell you 
that Hamot is very generously giving us this par-
cel of land on a long term lease at $1 a year. Da-
vid said if we tried to go through corporate in 
Pittsburgh to buy it, we could be years waiting 
because they have so many other land deals in 
the works. In the spring, weôll put up a building 
that can house the festival material. Iôm particu-
larly grateful to B. J Lechner who orchestrated all 
of this for the parish.  
 
St. Martinôs Center picked up all of the Christmas 
gifts for the children which you so generously do-
nated. They told me that no other parish that par-
ticipates in this Silver Star program provides the 
quantity and quality of gifts that you do. There 
were 11 bikes in the gifts. Those children are so 
deprived of things in life and you are making a 
difference in their lives this Christmas. Many of 
them asked for clothing items, and you pur-
chased them for them as well as different types of 
gifts. It breaks your heart to read the request from 
one small girl who asked that someone give her a 
bed for her to sleep in. Obviously, she is sleeping 
on the floor because the family cannot provide a 
bed for her. God bless you for your generosity.  
 
Some bulletin bloopers: ñThere will be a Womenôs 
Luncheon on Thursday at noon. Each member 
should bring a sandwich and Polly Phillips will 
give the medication.òé..òNewsletters are not be-
ing sent to absentees because of their weight.ò 
ééòAs soon as the weather clears up, the men 
will have a goof outing.òé..òDiana and Don re-
quest your presents at their wedding.òé..òThe 
lovers in the exhaust fan are not working.òé..òIf 
you choose to heave during the Postlude, please 
do so quietly.ò 



Saint Patrick News 

We continue to thank those who make special dona-
tions to our parish and we pray for those people in 
whose memory and honor the donations were made: 

 

The Restoration Fund 
In  memory of: �-�R�D�Q���+�H�X�E�H�O�� 

from Elizabeth Groenendaal, William & Elizabeth 
Dudenhoefer, Phyllis Dudenhoefer, Susan Rose,  
Karen Dudenhoefer, Karen Vivenzio, and  

Barbara McLean-Dierickx 
 

Sr. Mary Pascal Food Pantry 
 

Donations made to the Food Pantry were made in 
memory of: 
�i �� �%�H�Y�H�U�O�\���)�H�H�K�O�H�\��from Kathleen Allison 
�i �� �:�D�U�U�H�Q���*�U�X�F�]�D��from Doug & Kathy Anderson 
�i �� �0�D�U�\���&�R�U�E�H�W�W��from Richard and Margaret                  
Bonniger 

�i �� �-�D�P�H�V�����&�D�U�R�O���	���'�H�E�U�D���'�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�\��from Patricia 
Donnelly 

�i �� �5�R�E�L�Q���&�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�K�D�P�����-�D�P�H�V���0�F�&�D�O�O��from 
Yvonne Gersims 

�i �� �(�G�Z�D�U�G���6�Q�\�G�H�U�����/�L�Q�G�D���:�L�Q�N�H�O�P�D�Q�����'�D�Y�L�G��
�6�Q�\�G�H�U�����(�G�Z�D�U�G���.�X�S�L�H�Z�V�N�L from Pamela 
Konieczko 

�i �� �+�H�O�H�Q���.�R�U�P�R�V�K�����-�R�V�H�S�K���5�����.�R�U�P�R�V�K��from   
Joe Kormosh 

�i �� �7�K�R�P�D�V���)�����&�R�V�W�H�O�O�R�����0�U�����	���0�U�V�����,�����$�O�O�D�Q��
�0�F�&�U�H�D�G�L�H�����3�D�V�T�X�D�O�H���&�D�P�D�U�F�R��from Charles & 
Deborah McCreadie 

 

Also donations from: 
Mark & Eileen Behringer, Mary Ellen Demyanovich, 
James R. & Linda L. Gehrlein, Francis Hart,  
Steven & Kelly Karns and Kay Mannino 
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NEED PRAYERS?    
Please call �0�D�U�\���$�O�L�F�H���+�D�U�W�Z�H�O�O��at�������� -����������
to have your prayer intentions placed on our 
joint parish prayer wheel. Please be assured 
that your prayer requests will be treated with 
respect and confidentiality. 
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The Sanctuary Lamp  
burns in loving memory of  

Joseph Alecci 
from family  


