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      Saint Patrick Parish         

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837 

      Daily Mass: Monday-Thursday 8 AM 

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM        

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM 

The Advent Wreath 

St. Patrick Church 
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the  
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Deské 

 
Todayôs first reading from the 
prophet Isaiah takes place 
just after they have returned 
from the Babylonian exile. 
Those returning expected to experience utopia, 
but the reality is the temple and cities are in ruin, 
the economy and legal systems fractured and so 
we hear Isaiah cry out in lamentation to God. 
Speaking for the whole community. He seems to 
indicate that God is the cause of their woes, that 
he let them get hard-hearted, etc. Interspersed 
are some of the richest affirmations of Godôs 
power and goodness. Only a God who is so pow-
erful, and who is a father to the people, can re-
store them to health and wholeness. 
 
Paul praises the Corinthians for their sense of 
community and their boundless spiritual gifts. He 
notes that every gift given by God through Christ 
is for the building up of the community. The great 
variety of gifts are the source of unity in the 
church. Paul goes on to give his description of 
church and it is about fellowship and caring for 
one another. The Greek word is koinonia, mean-
ing a deep and abiding communion with Christ 
and with one another. Thus, Paulôs first descrip-
tion of the church for the Corinthians is not about 
doctrine or behavior; it is about the relationship 
we have with one another.  
 
Advent is a season of watchfulnessðbeing alert 
as Jesus instructs in todayôs gospel. The word for 
watch, gregoreo, is the action of a sentinel or 
sentry, a person who remains always attentive, 
always  vigilant, waiting sometimes for the arrival 
of someone expected, even while remaining alert 
for someone or something sudden and unex-
pected. Our reading is the last part of an address 
Jesus gives about the last things: the signs of the 
end, persecutions and the coming of the Son of 
Man. It occurs just before the Passover, the be-
ginning of Jesusô passion. Jesus will repeat the 
injunction to watch when he is in the garden with 
Peter, James and John. This is the meaning of 
Advent: we remember the waiting of our ances-
tors and we watch for Jesus to come in glory.  
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Office Hours:   
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MASS SCHEDULE : 
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