
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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      Saint Patrick Parish         

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837 

      Daily Mass: Monday-Thursday 8 AM 

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM        

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM 

St. Patrick Church 



From 

the  

Pastorôs  

Deské 

 
Today is the Twentieth Sun-
day in Ordinary Time. Isaiah 
is reminding the Jewish com-
munity of the covenant obliga-
tions: doing what is right and just is essential to 
their identity as Godôs covenant partners. The re-
minder is timely because Godôs justice is about to 
be revealed. Then Isaiah announces that foreign-
ers who join themselves to the Lord in the same 
way as Jews will also be brought into a saving 
relationship with God. During the time of exile in 
Babylon and the return to Zion, many foreigners 
had close contact with the Jews and became at-
tracted to their religion and way of life. God is 
making it clear that when they act on this attrac-
tion by observing  his Law, he will bring them to 
the holy mountain, Zion. In effect, through Isaiah, 
God is telling the Chosen People that God has 
also chosen all men and women who join them-
selves to him. The final verse expresses the uni-
versality of this invitation: Godôs own house, the 
Temple, will be a house of prayer for all.  
 
In Isaiah, the prophet spoke to the Jews about 
including foreigners, or Gentiles, in Godôs saving 
plan. In the reading from Romans, we hear an 
opposite perspective. Here Paul speaks to the 
Gentiles about how Jews are included in Godôs 
plan of salvation. Though the Jewish people had 
long understood themselves as Godôs chosen 
people, Paul is in anguish that most of his own 
kindred have not accepted the Messiah, appar-
ently making Gentile believers now Godôs chosen 
ones. Paul notes his own birth into Judaism and 
how he is called by God to bring the Good News 
to Gentiles. Paul maintains he will make his own 
people jealous, leading some to salvation. He 
then reminds the Gentiles that just as they once 
were disobedient, but have received Godôs mer-
cy, so too will God show mercy to the presently 
disobedient Jews. 
 
After arguing with the Pharisees on what makes 
a person clean or unclean, Jesus withdraws into 
the pagan territory of Tyre and Sidon, an area 
considered unclean by Jesusô opponents. While 
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Phone:  814-454-8085 

FAX:  814-459-8685 

Email:  stpats@neo.rr.com 

Website:  www.saintpatrick parish.org 

Office Hours:   

 Monday -Thursday: 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 
MASS SCHEDULE : 
Daily Mass:  Monday-Thursday:  8:00 AM (CHAPEL) 

Saturday Mass:  5:00 PM 

Sunday Mass:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Holy Day Mass:  12:00 PM 

 


