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From
the
Pastor’s
Desk...

Today is the Second Sunday
of Lent. The story of Abraham
began when God told him to
go forth from his native land
on an unknown journey, demanding faith in the
unknown. As the story continues, God calls upon
him to go forth on an unknown journey, requiring
even greater faith. In Jewish tradition, this is the
tenth and final trial that Abraham faces. Not only
does God test him by asking that he sacrifice his
son, but in doing so puts the promise to make of
Abraham a great nation in jeopardy. Abraham
would also be sacrificing his own hope for numer-
ous descendants. As the story unfolds, it is one
of total and complete trust in God.

Paul is a master of rhetorical questions. As he
asks a series of questions, we hear only Paul,
and not how his audience might respond. When
Paul asks, “If God is for us, who can be against
us?” the Roman Christians could well ask, “Then
why are we being persecuted?” Paul second
question seems to answer: God who did not
spare his own Son will give us everything along
with Christ. Paul’'s next questions about charges,
acquittal and condemnation have the sound of a
courtroom. Clearly, the God who will “give us
everything else” will not be a judge who will con-
demn us. As he answers the question, he states
clearly that no matter the circumstances, the ris-
en, exalted Christ will intercede for us.

The account of the Transfiguration is a key pas-
sage in portraying the identity of Jesus. It begins
by their going to the top of the mountain. Immedi-
ately invoking the multiple mountain images of
Scripture as places of revelation. The appear-
ance of Moses, the lawgiver, and Elijah, the
prophet, clearly insert Jesus into the Jewish tradi-
tion. Then, Peter’s insistence on three tents is
reminiscent of the tabernacles during the OT har-
vest festival. The mountain of revelation, the fig-
ures of Moses and Elijah and the hoped-for tents
all identify Jesus in continuity with the Jewish tra-
dition. When the voice from the heavens pro-
claims him as the beloved Son, we heard an




From the Pastor’s Desk continued...

echo of another Jewish story, that of Abraham
and Isaac, the beloved son who was about to be
sacrificed. Note that there is only one command
from the heavenly voice, “Listen to him.” With the
multiple allusions to Jewish traditions, the pres-
ence of the bewildered disciples, and a foreshad-
owing of Jesus’ sacrifice, the Transfiguration ac-
count weaves together past, present and future
and in every age, Jesus is God’s beloved son.

Celebrant of our Masses this weekend is Father
Jason Mitchell. Fr. Mitchell is on the faculty at
Gannon University and regularly helps at St. Pe-
ter’'s Cathedral. I’'m grateful for his willingness to
be here this weekend.

A major new study on Catholic women in the
United States has been completed by CARA, a
research center at Georgetown University which
does research on the Catholic church. It noted
that 24% of Catholic women in the US attend
Mass once a week or more. Nearly the same
share, 23%, attends Mass less than weekly but at
least once a month Twenty-seven percent attend
a few times a year and 26% attend rarely or nev-
er. The study also revealed that 38% never go to
confession and another 32% less than once a
year. Only 3% go once a month.

The annual Catholic Services Appeal is underway
in the diocese. Each of you have received a letter
from me outlining our parish goal. I'm hoping that
you might once again support this worthy project.
Anything we raise above our $81,000 assess-
ment remains in the parish. Last year we went
$41,000 over our goal, and it would be wonderful
to do that again. All | ask is that you consider do-
ing what you are able to do. Some of you can’t
donate anything. That is perfectly fine. Others
can make a significant gift. You determine what
you can do; not me. You can make a one time
payment or pay it monthly over the next 10
months. If you choose the latter, you will receive
a statement from the diocese each month.

In the Archdiocese of Quebec, the cardinal an-
nounced last week that the number of parishes is
being reduced from 216 to 64 and in 2020, the
number will be further reduced to 37 parishes.
Quebec was once a citadel of Catholic practice,
but the number of Catholics participating in the

life of the church as well as the number of priests
has fallen so dramatically that this small number
of parishes will serve everyone who still partici-
pates.

In the Archdiocese of Hartford, CT, the archbish-
op just announced that they are downsizing from
212 parishes to 127. In his letter, the archbishop
noted that Mass attendance was 395,000 weekly
in 1965 and today it is 123,500. The number of
active priests declined from 535 in 1965 to 186
today.

Father Mike DeMartinis is going to offer three
Scripture classes during Lent. They will be held in
church from 10—11 AM on March 1, 8 & 15.
There is no charge for the classes, but we ask
that you call the parish office so that we can have
an idea of how many will be attending. In the past
we’ve had incredible attendance at these, and |
think you'll find his presentations to be very en-
lightening.

The work on the restoration of the pipe organ is
progressing as planned. By now all of the pipes
have been removed. The biggest difficulty was
taking down the facade pipes as those are 18
feet long. They had to come down over the balco-
ny, be wrapped and then shipped to Organ Sup-
ply where the work is taking place. They have al-
most completed the work on the console. You
may recall that the original 1906 console was
very ornate and detailed, but it was thrown out for
some reason in the early 1970s. Since we have
the blue print, they have rebuilt the original Victo-
rian style console. A high lift will have to be
brought in to lift it up to the balcony. We have
kept the balcony closed during this work because
there is so much debris, wood, etc. lying around
that it simply isn’t safe to have people up there.
Once everything is completed, we’re going to re-
carpet the balcony as well as replace all of the
tiles in the back of church and the vestibule.

A couple are getting ready for bed after a long
day’s work. “I look in the mirror, and | see an old
lady,” the woman says to her husband. “My face
is all wrinkled, and I’'m sagging and bagging eve-
rywhere. And look at this flab on my arms.” Her
husband is silent “Hey,” she said, turning to him.
“Can’t you say something positive to make me
feel better about myself?” she asked. “Well,” he
replied, “your eyesight is still great.”




Sacut Patrnick Vews

Stewardship
Offertory Collection S 7,971.00
Online Giving 1,730.30
Total Income S 9,701.30

Thank you for your generosity!

The Sanctuary Lamp
burns in loving memory of
Bob McCarthy
from Diane McCarthy & family

We continue to thank those who make special dona-
tions to our parish and we pray for those people in
whose memory and honor the donations were made:

Sr. Mary Pascal Food Pantry

Donations were made in memory of:

<>

Emory Lang from Mary Atzert

JoAnne Barber McCormick from Ryan Carey &
Maureen Barber-Carey

Wm. J & Jane Ward Carney from Jane Carney
Beverly J. Brown from William J. Carney

Bill Kraley from William J. Carney

Tom & Rita Byrne from Corrine Cassa

Kevin Misko from Paul & Anne Causgrove
Carol & Debra Donnelly from James Donnelly
Jeff Bomba from Judy Emling

Guy Seggi, Margaret Stewart from Luigi & Sue
Ellen Pasquale

Dick Quadri from Ed & Jennifer Smith

Virgil Kerr from Michael & Cheryl Stephany
James Leib from Mark & Susan Sullivan
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Also donations from:
Alece & Ken Daub, William & Patricia Gloekler,
John Godish and Terry & Linda Pfeffer

Special Thank You!!!
to PANERA BREAD &
HABORCREEK EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

Ministry Schedule
Saturday, March 3, 2018 at 5:00 pm
Lector: Angie Kontur
Eucharistic Ministers: Patty Dailey, Alex Vinesky,
Kaleigh Vinesky
Greeters: NEEDED
Altar Servers: Colin & Ryan Hudson
Ushers: Chris Lampe, Rob Oligeri, Phil Rewers,
1 NEEDED

Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 8:00 am
Lector: Nick Straub
Eucharistic Ministers: Tom Golab, Joe Schneider,
Nancy Andrzejewski
Ushers: John Maloney, Dave Korn, Chuck Straub,
Mike Nies

Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 10:30 am
Lector: Michele Wheaton
Eucharistic Ministers: Michele Wheaton,
Cyndi Pristello, Colleen Welch
Greeters: Arlene Miller, Tim Donlin
Altar Servers: NEEDED
Ushers: Dave Taccone, Tom Welch, Jim Wehan,
Paul Balczun
Offertory Counters: Michele Wheaton, Tim Torrey,
Susan Merski, Mary Frick

Our deepest sympathies to the family and
friends of Dr. Thomas Klaus who
passed away February 1, 2018

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
The Food Pantry is accepting
Children’s Books for their
children's library.

They can be dropped off at all
Masses and left in the vestibule or at
the Parish Office. Thank you !!!

NEED PRAYERS?

Please call Mary Alice Hartwell at 454-
5908 to have your prayer intentions placed
on our joint parish prayer wheel. Please be
assured that your prayer requests will be
treated with respect and confidentiality.

Scripture classes—

Fr. Mike DeMartinis will be conducting a Scripture Class
during Lent:

Thursday, March 1, Thursday, March 8 and Thursday,
March 15 from 10-11 am in the church. Please call the par-
ish office so that we know how many will attend. 454-8085




LITURGY INTENTIONS
Feb. 24 Saturday, Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
5:00 PM FORREST & GERTRUDE SHORTS
(TOM & SHARON YELKOVICH)
Feb. 25 Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM MARY MCCARTHY, ANNIV. OF BIRTH
(CHUCK & WENDY WEBER)
10:30 AM KATHY MASOLOTTE
(NORB & MARLENE FIGURSKI)
Feb. 26 Monday, Lenten Weekday
8:00 AM  COMMUNION SERVICE
Feb. 27 Tuesday, Lenten Weekday
8:00 AM  COMMUNION SERVICE
Feb. 28 Wednesday, Lenten Weekday
8:00 AM  COMMUNION SERVICE
March 1 Thursday, Lenten Weekday
8:00 AM  COMMUNION SERVICE
March 2 Friday, Lenten Weekday
NO MASS OR COMMUNION SERVICE
March 3 Saturday, Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
5:00 PM MARY ANN DISANTI (SANDRA STYN)
March 4 Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM MARGARET STEWART (KAREN FEDEI DORICH &
SHARON FEDEI STACY)
10:30 AM  JEFF BOMBA (EILEEN & PAUL BALCZUN)

DATES TO REMEMBER

St.P=St. Patrick, HR=Holy Rosary
CP=Chapel, PR=Pascal Room, R=Rectory

02/24  4:30pMm Confessions - St.P
02/27 11:00 AM Food Pantry - PR
02/28 12:00pM A.A.-PR

03/01 10:00 AM Scripture Class - St.P
03/03 4:30pMm Confessions - St.P

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments
Teen Dating Violence and Protecting our Youth:
Teen dating violence is a serious problem in the US. A
national survey found that 10% of teens had been vic-
tims of physical dating violence within the past year
and approximately 29% reported verbally or psycho-
logically abused in the previous year. Teen dating vio-
lence can be physical, emotional or sexual. Teen da-
ting violence can be prevented through empowering
teens to lead healthy lives and establish healthy rela-
tionships. Healthy relationship consist of trust, hones-
ty, respect, equality and compromise. To see what the
Diocese of Erie is doing to help create safe environ-
ments, check out
http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm

St. Andrew Parish to offer pancake breakfast
An all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast
will be served by the St. Andrew Par-
ish Knights of Columbus at the Msgr.
Gannon Auditorium at St. Andrew
Church, W. 6th and Raspberry streets, Erie, on March
4 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $7 for adults, $4
for children 4 to 12, and free to kids under 4. The cost
for individual immediate families is $20.

Openings remain for NOVA, scheduled for Satur-
day, March 10th at St, Mark the Evangelist Parish in
Lawrence Park. NOVA is a one-day premarital pro-
gram designed for couples seeking remarriage of con-
validation in the Catholic Church. Topics covered in-
clude communication, blending families, legal issues
and others, Call the Family Life Office at 814-824-1265
or by email at: familylife@erieRCD.org to register.

NEW PARISHIONER

REGISTRATION FORM

Saint Patrick Parish

NAME:

STREET:

CITY:

HEAD
SPOUSE

BIRTHDATE:
BIRTHDATE:

CHILD

BIRTHDATE:

CHILD

BIRTHDATE:

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE BELOW:

New Registration Change of Address Moving Want Envelopes

PLEASE DROP THIS INFORMATION INTO Offertory Basket or mail to Rectory
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MARDI GRAS PARTY
AT THE YEHL ROOM
GANNON UNIVERSITY

THANK YOU TO ALL THE
PARISH MEMBERS WHO
SERVE SO FAITHFULLY!
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